
 

~ 1 ~ 
 

Poems from the Boatyard 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Patricia Butler 

 

Press Contact:  
Patricia Butler 

125 Logos Way, G 
Tyrone, GA 30290 

404-242-3981 
poemsfromtheboatyard@hotmail.com 

www.poemsfromtheboatyard.blogspot.com 
  

mailto:poemsfromtheboatyard@hotmail.com
http://www.poemsfromtheboatyard.blogspot.com/


 

~ 2 ~ 
 

Table of Contents 

 

Author Photo & Bio       3 

Press Release        5 

Blurbs         7 

Excerpts         8 

Cover Art         9 

Publisher Logo & Info      10 

Social Media Links       11 

 

 

 

  



 

~ 3 ~ 
 

 
 
 

BIO 

Pat Butler was born and raised on Long Island, in a small fishing village 

adjacent to New York City.  The juxtaposition of small town living and mega-

metropolis melting pot created a love for people from all walks of life, 

culture, and the sea.   

Leaving the island as a young adult, Pat opted for city living in New England 

and France, traveling widely while rediscovering her roots through other 

cultures.  Pat then moved to France, continuing to explore culture, language, 

and the arts.  Family became her anchor, roots she returned to regularly.  

Creative writing provided the outlet to process cultural adaption, and explore 

themes of family, place, identity, and home.  A love of poetry, art, beaches 

and the sea, nurtured in the context of a large family, all find their way into 

her poems, which first appeared online and in literary journals.   
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Pat is particular interested in the undercurrents of  life, the intersection of 

sacred and invisible in the daily and the ordinary.  So a bear becomes a 

father, a clarinet an alarm bell, and a backyard a greenhouse for the garden 

of the heart.   

Poems from the Boatyard emerged during the years following the death of 

Pat’s father, necessitating a temporary return home from overseas.  While 

reminiscing with family over photo albums and sketchbooks—a heritage of 

her father’s brother—Pat again turned to creative writing to capture and 

process the deep movements of the heart in grief.   

Memories of the family’s coming of age in post-World War II suburban 

America included the day her father decided to build a boat—in the 

backyard.  The boat became a member of the family, the talk of the 

neighborhood, and a litmus test of moral fiber.  Poems from the Boatyard 

reflects lessons learned while watching her father build, with neighborhood 

characters looking on, and events larger than life sometimes intruding.  It is 

an attempt to chart the imprint and power of a father’s love, perseverance, 

and imagination.   

Pat returned to the United States in 2006, with a desire to reconnect with 

the English language and improve her craft as a poet.  Currently residing in 
the Atlanta, GA area, Pat is exploring the Southern landscape and literature, 

while continuing to travel and enjoy any activity in, near, or on the ocean.  
She has previously published in Fresh Boiled Peanuts, Rhythm & Rhyme 6, 

and Ruminate, as well as online magazines.   
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M E D I A   R E L E A S E 
 

Finishing Line Press 

PO Box 1626 

Georgetown, KY 40324 

859-514-8966 

Finishingbooks@aol.com 

www.finishinglinepress.com 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Poems from the Boatyard 
 

Finishing Line Press announces the release of Poems from the Boatyard.  The poetry chapbook, 

part of Finishing Line’s critically acclaimed Chapbook Series, is by Georgia author, Pat Butler.   

The poems speak of universal issues, discerned in the particulars of daily life growing up on 

Long Island, NY.   

 

“In Poems from the Boatyard, Pat Butler…is our tour guide, leading us via stark, concise images 

through a past as vivid as right now.  Butler weaves her narrative in verse, honestly, like one 

whose life depends on it.  These poems hit hard, get straight to the point and you’ll want to 

experience them again and again.  Just listen to this as Butler writes in “Riptides,”  
 

“they go straight through you, and hold you down that one second longer  

than lungs can hold air. The sand scrapes your knees, sears the skin  

off knuckles and nose, and fills your bathing suit, teeth and ears.  
You get pounded up the beach, legs over head, to surface with sand  

in your mouth and salt in your eyes.”—Travis Wayne Denton, The Burden of Speech 

 

“Poems from the Boatyard tells beautiful stories—whether the setting is the seashore, the city 

dump, or a dentist’s office. Quiet contemplation and spiritual connection undergird her witty and 

sometimes disquieting observations of the world at large.”—Rebecca Watts, MLIS, Freelance 

Editor & Librarian, Peachtree City, GA 

 

“Poems from the Boatyard is a wonderful collection that often provides the reader with a nice 

combination of sounds and structure in poetry. This collection reads like a postcard from the sea 

written by a girl who’s been paying attention to every heartbeat that surrounds her and is not 

afraid to point out the contradictions of living. I can’t wait to see where Pat Butler will be 

traveling next.”—Robert Brewer, Editor, Poet’s Market 

 

mailto:Finishingbooks@aol.com
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Set on Long Island NY, where life revolved around beaches, boats and clam shacks, Poems from 

the Boatyard invites you to prowl in and out of boatyards, including one in the backyard.  As Pat 

writes:  

“In post-World War II suburban America, my father decided to build a boat—in our backyard.  

The boat became a member of our family, the talk of the neighborhood, and a litmus test of 

moral fiber.  Memories of the boat, the characters and events of those days, and the power of 

place emerged during the years that followed my father’s death in 2001.  Poems from the 

Boatyard is the result.”   

Leaving the island as a young adult, Pat opted for city living in New England and France, 

traveling widely while rediscovering her roots through other cultures.  Currently residing in the 

Atlanta, GA area, Pat is exploring the Southern landscape and literature, while continuing to 

travel and enjoy any activity in, near, or on the ocean.  She has previously published in Fresh 

Boiled Peanuts, Rhythm & Rhyme 6, and Ruminate, as well as online magazines.  The chapbook 

features cover art by her uncle, Jack Butler.   

Poems from the Boatyard can be ordered through Finishing Line Press, an award-winning 

publisher based in Georgetown, KY (www.finishinglinepress.com) In addition to the Chapbook 

Series, it publishes the New Women’s Voices Series and sponsors an Open Chapbook 

Competition.  Finishing Line Press and Senior Editor Leah Maines were featered in both the 

2001 and 2002 Poet’s Market.   

 

MEDIA CONTACT:    AUTHOR CONTACT: 
Leah Maines, Editor    Patricia Butler 

Finishing Line Press    125 Logos Way, G 

P. O. Box 1626     Tyrone, GA 30290 

Georgetown, KY 40324    Email: poemsfromtheboatyard@hotmail.com 

LeahMainess@aol.com    http://poemsfromtheboatyard.blogspot.com 

Finishingbooks@aol.com   Phone: 404-242-3981 

http://www.finishinglinepress.com/  Fax: 770-631-0439 

Phone: 859-514-8966 

 

### 

Full media kits and photos, book cover art and more are available upon request either electronically or by post.  

 

  

http://www.finishinglinepress.com/
mailto:poemsfromtheboatyard@hotmail.com
mailto:LeahMainess@aol.com
http://poemsfromtheboatyard.blogspot.com/
mailto:Finishingbooks@aol.com
http://www.finishinglinepress.com/
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Blurbs: Poems from the Boatyard  

In Poems from the Boatyard, Pat Butler is our tour guide, leading us via stark, 

concise images through a past as vivid as right now. Butler weaves her 

narrative in verse, honestly, like one whose life depends on it. These poems hit 

hard, get straight to the point and you’ll want to experience them again and 

again. Just listen to this as Butler writes in “Riptides,”  
 

“they go straight through you, and hold you down that one second longer  

than lungs can hold air. The sand scrapes your knees, sears the skin  

off knuckles and nose, and fills your bathing suit, teeth and ears.  

You get pounded up the beach, legs over head, to surface with sand  
in your mouth and salt in your eyes.”  

 

Travis Wayne Denton, Author of The Burden of Speech  
 

Patricia Butler’s poetry tells beautiful stories—whether the setting is the 

seashore, the city dump, or a dentist’s office. Quiet contemplation and spiritual 
connection undergird her witty and sometimes disquieting observations of the 

world at large.—Rebecca Watts, MLIS, Editor & Librarian, Peachtree City Library, 

Peachtree City, GA  

 

Poems from the Boatyard is a wonderful collection that often provides the 

reader with a nice combination of sounds and structure in poetry. This collection 
reads like a postcard from the sea written by a girl who’s been paying attention 

to every heartbeat that surrounds her and is not afraid to point out the 

contradictions of living. I can’t wait to see where Pat Butler will be traveling 

next.—Robert Brewer, Editor, Poet’s Market 
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Excerpts 

 
BIRDSONG 
 
At dawn, the blackbird  
snips at the quiet  
like scissors through hair,  
clipping short sleep  
with its curly-cue song  
that cuts through the air. 
 
  
OCTAVIO 
 
I like the feel of his name in my mouth,  
which opens around its oval sounds as if around 
a hard-boiled egg.  My mouth elopes with vowels 
and sounds that close the back of my throat: hŎǘŀǾƛƻΧ 
 
My mother plied us with hard-boiled eggs each Easterτ 
egg slicer in hand, she helped us assemble on whole wheat  
or rye a sandwich, with slices glued down size-wise  
and mayonnaise holding them all in their place. 
 
I like the feel of his name in my mouth; his name  
is mouth-shaped and I like it.  How would he love me? 
I count his name at night, with those vowels repeatingτ 
those vowels of sound and spice that I roll like dice. 
 
To make the perfect hard-boiled egg, my sister  
has a recipeτI tried it once, without much luck:  
ǘƘŜ ǎƘŜƭƭ ǎǇƭƛƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǎǇƛŘŜǊΩǎ ǿŜō 
that ǎǇǊŜŀŘ ŀƭƭ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƭƛǇǇŜǊȅ ŜƎƎΧ 
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Social Media Links 

Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/patricia.butler.756  

Twitter:  

https://twitter.com/BoatyardPat  

Linked In:  

http://www.linkedin.com/home?trk=nav_responsive_tab_home  

Pinterest:  

http://www.pinterest.com/boatyardpat/my-poetry/followers/  

You Tube:  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U0PWqt7_oSk  

Google+: 

https://plus.google.com/u/0/  
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